COMMUNIQUÉ

COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE 36th MEETING OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVES OF CULTURE OF THE FEDERATION (CEC) HELD AT THE CONFERENCE HALL, JORANY HOTEL, CALABAR, CROSS RIVER STATE FROM 13th - 16th SEPTEMBER, 2011

1.0
Preamble
The 36th Meeting of the Chief Executives of Culture of the Federation was held at the Conference Hall, Jorany Hotel, Calabar, Cross River State from 13th - 16th September, 2011.  Present at the event were four (4) Culture Parastatals of the Federal Ministry of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation namely National Institute for Cultural Orientation (NICO), National Theatre (NT), National Troupe of Nigeria (NTN) and the convener, National Council for Arts and Culture (NCAC). Also present was the Abuja Carnival Management Committee as well as twenty-five (25) States including the FCT.  The states are Abia, Akwa-Ibom, Anambra, Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Ekiti, Gombe, Imo, Kaduna, Kogi, Kwara, Lagos, Nasarawa, Niger, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Rivers, Taraba, Yobe and FCT.

The meeting was declared open by His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Cross River State, Senator Liyel Imoke, ably represented by Mr. Gab Onah, Special Adviser to the Governor on Tourism Development, who stressed the need to sustain our tradition as the best vehicle for societal advancement and wealth creation.  He further enjoined the Chief Executives of Culture to continue their various quests for the nation’s economic development through culture, but stated that it could only be achieved through quality delivery.

In his welcome address, Mr. M. M. Maidugu, the Executive Director/CEO, National Council for Arts and Culture urged all stakeholders in the Culture sector to come up with innovative cultural programmes and projects that would contribute meaningfully towards tackling the problems of unemployment, youth restiveness, societal indiscipline, corruption and other vices.

The meeting deliberated on two (2) memos/reports from the NCAC:


i.
Report of the 4th African Arts and Crafts (AFAC) Expo 2011


ii.
Memo on NAFEST 2011 Syllabus.

There were also memos/reports from Federal Culture Parastatals, Abuja National Carnival Management Committee and State Councils for Arts and Culture/History and Culture Bureaux and the FCT.

2.0
Resolutions:
After deliberations, the following resolutions were arrived at that:


i.
The 25th National Festival of Arts and Culture (NAFEST) with the theme “Nigerian Traditional Music: A Vehicle for Economic Transformation and Unity” will hold in Calabar, Cross River State.


ii.
The date for NAFEST 2011 is 22nd to 29th October, 2011.


iii.
The 25th National Festival of Arts and Culture will feature the following events: Food Fair, Traditional Wrestling, Traditional Furnished Apartment, Drama, Cultural Market, the Festival Colloquium and the Children’s Components which shall include an Essay Writing Competition.  Furthermore it was resolved that (a) Traditional Wrestling event will feature two categories: Junior Category (35 - 44kg) and Intermediate Category (45 - 55kg) and (b) the Essay Writing Competition will be strictly for students of Senior Secondary Schools (SSS) in Nigeria as against the earlier resolutions of the 35th CEC Meeting held in Owerri, Imo State.


iv.
The National Culture Quiz Competition for Secondary Schools in Nigeria slated for November, 2011 as endorsed at the 35th CEC Meeting be postponed to the first quarter of year 2012.


v.
the date proposed by the NCAC for the 5th African Arts and Crafts (AFAC) Expo, 29th May to 16th June, 2012 is approved.


vi.
There should be esprit-de-corps between those in active service and retirees of the cultural sector, which would lead to a synergy where the experience of the retirees can still be tapped from.


vii.
The Indigenous languages and development of the Mother Tongue promoted by the National Institute for Cultural Orientation (NICO) was commended and it was agreed that this be sustained.


viii.
The State Governors and the Minister FCT were commended for ensuring their states participation at all national cultural programmes, which include NAFEST, AFAC Expo and Abuja Carnival.  However, the CEC noted the continued absence of some states at national events.  It therefore recommended Advocacy Visits by a high level Federal Government delegation to the Executive Governors of such states to be led by the Hon. Minister of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation with the National Council for Arts and Culture (NCAC) as a member.
Appreciation/Conclusion
Delegates expressed profound appreciation to His Excellency, Senator Liyel Imoke, the Executive Governor of Cross River State, as well as the good people of Cross River State for accepting to host NAFEST 2011 and the wonderful reception accorded them at the 36th Meeting of the CEC.

The delegates further commended the State’s level of preparedness to host the 25th edition of the National Festival of Arts and Culture (NAFEST) 2011.

A special commendation was also extended to the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation, High Chief Edem Duke, who has worked hard within the short period he took over the mantle of the Ministry’s leadership.  The CEC fully identifies with his aim of repositioning the sector to become one of the key pillars in driving the nation’s development policies.
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